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WISE WORDS 
Look back for inspiration and look forward for progress. 


EDITORIAL 


This special issue is being brought out to commemorare the sixtieth annivetary of the 
Diamond Jubilee of the State Council of our Association The assiduous tank of going 
through the old records and collect relvant information was kindly undertaken by 
Dr. S.B. Kousik and rightly too since he is our Hd. Ors. Commissioner for research and 
Development. An intensive reading of this ‘write up’ will, we are sure, appraise our 
members of the present Movement to know the various changes that have taken place not 
Only in name but other aspects and surely would inspire all concerned, to remember the 
notable port played in building up the organisation in our State by our esteemed elders 
(many of them now of revered memory) of various social standing to whose untiring 
efforts and dedicated service, the chain remained unbroken. Let us march forward 
for good Scouting and Guiding, for years to come. 


After the concluding lines by Dr. Kausik, the following may be added:- 


Incidentally, it might interest our readers to know that originally the Scout 
Headquarters was situated in Tippu Sultan’s Palace, Fort, Bangalore, then moved onto the 
present building and first floor was added on. While the Girl Guide Headquarters remained 
in Seshadri Road, Bangalore with its spacious compound which aptly suited the Guide . 
wing to conduct training camps, the location was exclusive though the building and its 
Surroundings were in the city devoid of dust and in which has considerably increased 
now-a-days. The Guide wing remained at ‘Shanti Gruha’‘, adjecent to Maharani’s College, 
Palace Road, until it moved to the Scout Headquarters compound and Occupied the 
Scout Den, which building was put up to house the various open units which met at Scout 
Headquarters. Also, our present ‘Besant Park’, was known as Central Scout camp for 
several years, thewell equipped State camping centre for Scouts and Guides. The lalest 
development being the establishment of anothar camping centre at Kondajji, 
Davangere Taluk. 


Mrs. FRANK, C. IRWIN was contacted by post by Sri M. Venkatakrihsnappa, Leader 
Trainer Cubs of our State, during his visit to Canada and Mrs. Irwin felt proud of the fact 
that her late husband was remembered and she furnished the address of her son and 
daughter. Sri M.V.K. contacted Mr. Donald Irwin on the phone. Inthe course of the 
letter Mrs. Irwin wrote to Mr. M.V.K. that the photo of the Maharaja of Mysore, ina 
beautifully carved frome, was hung in her house. 


Right from the year 1910 Frank C. Irwin was connected with the Movement in one 
capacity or the other and the last post held by him was as the Provincial Executive 
Commissioner for Ontario. It is heartening to learn that during the term of his office the 
strength rose from 7,000 to 70,000 Scout In paying tribute to Frank C. Irwin the Provicoial 
Council of Ontario in its annual report state: ‘Frank was an Outstanding example of 
manhood at its best. A devoted, sincere friend with the highest concept of personal, 
service. He was a pattern and an Ideal Scouter in whose footprints all may safely follow’’. 
and concluded- ‘‘The whole family of Scoutring salutes you. We will keep your memory 
green’’ and with an effort to keep the memory of Frank C. Irwin funds were collected to 
the extent of $ 200 and more. He received in 1950 the Silver Wold for his Services to the 
Movement. 


Since Frank was the first Director of The Boy Scouts of Mysore, that this information 
was made available to us by Sri Venkatakrishneppa, who during his visit endeavoured to 
trace our Mr. Irwin's family, being a keen Scouter himself from the early days of the 
Movement, we say ‘Thank You’. —Fd. 


CHIEF SCOUT 


The First Annual Report of the Council of 
the State Association, 1918-1919 


The Sixtieth Annual Report, the Diamond Jubilee Year Report of the State 
Council of the Bharat Scouts & Guides, Karnataka is being presented to its members 
by the State Secretary at its meeting on Sunday, the 27th June 1978. In this connec- 
tion it seemed appropriate that we should make available to all the members of the 
State Council on that day a copy of the First Annual Report of the Council, then known 
as the Headquarters Council by the Director of our former State Association, the Boy 
Scouts of Mysore. Mr. Frank C. Irwin, as Secretary of both the Council and of its 
Executive Committee presented his report at the meeting of the Council held in 
Mysore on the 12th June 1919. This report is published in its entirety in the following 
pages. The list of members of the Headquarters Council and of the Executive Com- 


mittee as they existed sixty years ago is appended to the report of the Director. 


S. B. Kausik 
Headquarters Commissioner for 
Research and Development 


SE aan 
THE BOY SCOUTS OF MYSORE 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
Submitted to the Headquarters Council at 
Mysore City, 12th June 1919. 


introduction of Scouting 
Sanctioned by Government 


After preliminary discussions in the 
Economic Conference Committees and 
elsewhere, the introduction of the Boy 
Scout Movement into Mysore was sanc- 
tioned by an order passed by the Govern- 
ment of Mysore onthe 3rd October 1917. 


Memorandum of 
Recommendations 


On March 22nd 1918, haviug been 
appointed to direct the movement in the 


+m 


State, the present Director arrived in 
Bangalore and immediately set to work to 
draw up a memorandum of recommenda- 
tions with reference to Starting Scout 
work. These were adopted by Govern- 
ment in an order passed on the 19th July 
1918. Among other things, this order 
Created a Headquarters Council and Execu- 
tive Committee to encourage, supervise 
and control Boy Scout activities in the 
State. H. H. the Maharaja has since 
graciously given his consent to become 
the Patron of the organization and H. H. 
the Yuvaraja has similarly consented to act 


as President of the Council and ” Chief 
Scout’ for Mysore. 


Only one meeting of the Executive 
Committee was held during the year and 
the meeting to which this report is present- 
ed is the first meeting of the Headquarters 
Council. 


Scoutmasters 
Since March 22nd, 1919, four training 


classes for: Scoutmasters have been held 
as follows :— 


At Bangalore April-May 1918 attended - 


by 34 men; 


at Mysore July, 1918 attended by 
29 men; 


at Bangalore April-May, 1919 two 


classes artended by 70 men. 


Of the 63 men trained during 1918, 
39 started troops or otherwise participated 
in the Movement. Seven have since dis- 
continued work, 4 because of transfer, 
1.on account of sickness, 1 joined the 
Boy Scout Headquarters staff and 1 other 
was advised to give up the work owing to 
incompatability. Several others who were 
trained had no opportunity to take an 
active part in the movement last year, but 
will participate during the new school 
year just beginning. 


In addition to these men we have had 
five come to us with other training or who 
have taken up work without training in 
order to keep troops started by others 
from lapsing. All those are still active. 


Troops 


Altogether 43 troops have been form- 
ed. Of these, three have been amalgamated 
with other troops owing to the loss of 
their original Scoutmasters and two have 
lapsed completely because no arrange- 
ments could be made to take the places of 
the Scoutmasters who started them but 
who had to give them up. 


. 


The total number of active troops in 


“the State is now 38. 


Scouts 


The number of Scouts indicated by 
the State Scout censns of September 30th 
last was 834. The number of boys whose 
names have been registered at Head- 
quarters as having passed their preliminary 
or ‘‘ Tenderfoot” tests to date is 801, 
and it is estimated that at least another 
200 have received instructions in Boy 
Scout work but they have not for one 
reason or another, been registered as 
members. 


Many Scouts have now passed their 
Second Class tests and qualified for some 
of the Proficiency Badges but no accurate 
record of their number is yet available. 


Government Grants to Troops 


During the year troops complying with 
certain minimum requirements have 
received financial assistance from Govern- 
ment on the following basis:—(a) towards 
cost of uniforms, Rs. 4 per boy; (b) to- 
wards cost of troop equipment other than 
uniforms, Rs. 2 per boy; (c) towards the 


cost of Scoutmaster’s personal equipment 
Rs. 10 to each Scouimaster._—In the case 
of three troops in military class A. V. 
Schools, the grants to troops were en. 
hanced by Rs. 3 per boy Owing to the 
improbability of these boys securing 
assistance from parents*or from any body 
of citizens. 


Rules Revision 

In its order of 19th July 1918, 
Government appointed a Boy Scout Rules 
Revision Committee consisting of Prof. 
F.R. Sell, M.A, (Chairman), J. Subramanya 
lyer, Esq., 8. A, Batni Rama Rao, Esq., 8.A., 
(since deceased) and the Director. The 
Committee completed its task some months 
later and the revised rules are now available 
in booklet form. (‘’ Policy, Organisation 
and Rules of the Boy Scouts of Mysore,”’ 
Price : annas six from Scout Headquarters). 


These rules are based on the Rules of 
the Baden-Powell organization in England, 
but in revising them the publications of 
almost every other known Scout organiza- 
tion were consulted, and many Scout 
officers and others in Mysore and other 
parts of India interviewed or communicated 
with. The new booklet is the most com- 
plete publication of the kind yet attempted 
in India. 


Tours 


During the past year the Director visited 
all Scout centres in the State once and 
Mysore and Channapaina twice. Each 
Troop in Bangalore has been inspected or 
visited a number of times. The Assistan} 


Director, Mr. C. Subha Rau, visited 
Shimoga, Chickmagalur, Chitaldroog and 
Davangere in the interst of the organization 


Two visits have also been made to 
Scout organizations in Madras—an Official 
visit by the Assistant Director, and an 
un-Official visit by the Director. 


Local Scout Associations 


Local Scout Associations have been 
formed for the local supervision and 
encouragement of the movement at Tumkur, 
Chickmagalur, Davangere, Shimoga, 
Chitaldroog and Channapatna. In some 
cases however, little has been attempted 
or accomplished by them. 


Scoutmasters’ Asscciations 


Scoutmasters’ Associations or‘’Scout= 
Craft Clubs*’ have been formed in the cities 
of Bangalore and Mysore. They are intended 
to assist in the interchange of ideas on 
Scout work and to encourage combined . 
and inter-troop activities of various kinds. 
The Bangalore Association has been parti- 
cularly valuable to Headquarters as a forum 
for the discussion of new Proposals with 
reference to Scouting throughout the State. 


Publications 


Since actual Scout work commenced, 
we have kept our Scoutmasters in touch 
with each other through the medium of a 
series of circular ‘’Letters to Scoutmasters.”’ 
These are now being expanded into a 
printed periodical publication the first issue 
of which wlll be published in a few days. 


In December, we extended a similar 
service to our boys by establishing ‘’ The 
Mysore School and Scout Magazine ’’ 
which is now run by us in co-operation 
with the Department of Education. This 
latter publication reached a circulation of 


3,200 copies in April last. Although largely 


self-supporting more financial assistance in 
the form of ‘Patron Subscriptions ”’ 


(at Rs. 2 per annum) is required in order. 


to maintain the paper at a high standard 
of excellence. 


Several individual troops have started 
typewritten or manuscript magazines during 
the year, and one of them, “ The Young 
Scout,’’ published by the 4th Bangalore 
(Government Collegiate High School) 
Troop, has developed into a printed journal, 
two issues having been. published to date. 


Publicity 


The leading state newspapers, both 
English and Kanarese, and Madras papers 
circulating in Mysore have been provided 
from time to time with news matter concern- 
ing our work, and arrangements are now 
pending for the publication of a series of 
vernacular articles on Scouting in Kanarese 
papers published in the State. Addresses of 
a publicity nature have also been given by 
The Director at Tumkur, Chickmagalur, 
Chickballapur, Chitaldroog, Channapatna, 
Mysore and Davangere before both large 
and small audiences. « 


Scout Celebrations 
During the past year, Boy Scouts 


throughout the State celebrated in fitting 
form His Highness the Maharaja’s Birthday, 


Boy Scout Anniversary Day (October 3rd), 
the signing of Armistices with Bulgaria, 
Turkey, Austria-Hungary and Germany and 
Sir Rober Baden-Powell’s Birthday 
(February 22nd). . 


Public Services and Good Turns 


Scouts are encouraged to be modest 
about their little daily good turns and public 
services, but despite modesty dozens have 
been reported to Headquarters in one way 
or another. These include not only such 
llttle things as removing stones and glass 
from the road or playing field, but also 
saving life, even at the personal risk of the 
Scouts concerned. The services rendred by 
Scouts in connection with the Influenza 
epidemic, an adequate account of which 
would fill columns, have been gratefully 
acknowledged by various Gevernment 
officials, municipal councils and private 
relief organizations __ 


Scoutmasters’ Library 


Acirculating library of books on Scout- 
ing has been started for the benefit of the 
Scoutmasters who are now making a very 
liberal use of it. The establishment of this 
little library was made possible by a gene- 
rous donation of books sent from Boy 
Scout Headquarters in London, England at 
the instance of Mr. Kenneth J. Saunders, a 
former Secretary of the Bangalore 
YaMeCure | 


Scout Badges 


His Highness the Maharaja was 
pleased to approve some months ago of a 
design for a Boy Scout emblem for Mysore. 


) 
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This has now been made up in the form of 
metal badges for registered Scouts and will 
later be made available in embroidered 
designs as arm badges for Scoutmasters 
and other Scout officers. 


Competitions 


Annual competitions have been arrang 
-ged for prizes donated by His Highness the 
Maharaja (for general proficiency). His 
Highness the Chief Scout (for proficiency 
in First Aid), Mr. C. R. Reddy, (for public 
service), and the Director, the Boy Scouts 
of Mysore (for individual practical use of 
First Aid knowledge). 


The only competition held during the 
past year was for the Director's First Aid 
Prize, but as no suitable claims for the 
prize were made in accordance with the 
provisions, it was awarded to the 9th 
Bangalore (National High School) Troop 
“for the excellent services rendered by its 
members during the influenzaepidemic of 
October, 1918. 


Headquarters Office and Staff 


The Headquarters Office was originally 
establised in the Building occupied by the 
Inspector-General of Education, but 
towards the end of lasty ear, was moved to 
_ somewhat better quarters at Bedford House 
The location, however, still leaves much 
to be dsired. 


Until last August, the Headquaters 
staff consisted only of the Director. In 
that month a typist-clerk was added. An 
Assistant Director was sanctioned and 
Mr. C. Suba Rau, B.a. (Hons.), appointed 
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augment the Government's grants 


to the post in December 1918. The 
services of a peon were: made available in 
February 1918. 


Finance 


The general expenses connected with 
the year’s work have been met out of an 
appropriation of Rs. 15,000 provided in 
the budget of the Educational Department, 
he main heads of expenditure being salaries 
and establishment, travelling expenses, 
training of Scoutmasters, grants to troops, 
printing, office rental, equipment and 
supplies and manufacture of badges. 


In several cases, Local Scout Asso- 
ciation have raised locally funds to 
to 
troops in their areas. | 


Results 


A single year, most of which has been 
devoted to organization work and experi- 
mentation with new ideas and conditions 
has not been sufficient to bring about any 
extraordinary or far reaching results. It 
must be conceded, however, that the very 
existence of such a large group of boys, 
led by trained leaders, and banded 
together keep themselves mentally alert, to 
make themselve physically efficient, to al- 
ways endeavour to be morally Straight, to 
be courteous to others, to be helpful to all, 
and to be manly and upright in all their 
relations, must have had a real influence 
for good not only upon themselves but 
upon their associates as well. Andcertahsly 
the hundreds of little ““good turns’’ which 
have become a daily part of their life have 
carried rays of sunlight into many hearts, 


and many dark corners of this world have 
been made a little brighter by the presence 
of the ‘‘always cheerful’ Scout. 


Next year 


Next year the work of the organization 
will be underthe direction of Mr. K. Sanjiva 
Kamath, B.A., B.L.. late Commissioner of 
the Indian Boy Scouts Association for the 
Madras Presidency. 


The membership goal for 1919-20 has 
been tentatively set at 2,500. 


Training courses for Scoutmasters are 
planned for the coming Dasara Holidays 
and next year’s summer vacation. 


A State Scout Rally is contemplated 
for the next Dasara holidays. 
* Government has been pleased to 
provide funds for more liberal grants to 
troops an account of uniform and contin- 
gentexpenses. ‘ 


Other points which should receive the 
attention of the organization during the 
new year are the further development of 
Local Scout Associations and Scoutmas- 
ters’Associations, the promotion of Patrol 
Leaders’ Training classes, the encourage- 
ment of the camping side of the Scout 
programme, the conduct of: experiments 
with the Wolf Cub (JuniorScouts) and 
Senior Scout programmes, the preparation 
of material for a Mysore Scout Handbook, 
and the inauguration of a vernacular 
section in ‘‘The Mysore School and Scout 
Magazine.’’ An effort should also be made 
to provide better Headquarters for the 
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organization at Bangalore and Scout Club 
rooms for the joint use of troops at other 
centres. The establishmentof some kind of 
supply depot where troops may purchase 
articles of their equipment is fast becoming 
a necessity. 


Another question which must receive 
attention is the provision of time in the 
school programme, not only for Scouting, 
but for many other recreational activities 
which now find little or no place there. 


Aralated problem to which Scouting 
should make its contribution is the provi- 
sion of an adequate programme of Physical 
Education for the schools of the State. 


A general appeal should also be made 
for financial assistance for Local Scout 
Associations and Troops. Government has 
wisely adopted the policy of only helping 
the local units to provide themseives with 
uniform and equipment, but much roomis 
left for the practical gifts of public spirited 
citizens, and as much of the success of the 
jocal organizations will depend upon these, 
it is hoped that they will come in large 
numbers. 


Thanks 


In closing this report | wish to thank 
the Inspector General of Education for his 
ever hearty co-operation. Mr. V. Subra-- 
manya lyer of the Economic Conference 
for his valued assistance and advice in the 
early stages of organization, the members 
of my own staff for their willing work on 
behalf of the Movement, and the large 
corps of Scout Masters without whose 
loyal support and enthusiastic endeavours, 


even sometimes in the face of seemingly 
unsurmountable difficulties, it would have 
been impossible to achieve most of the 
things which have been recounted in this 
report. | also wish to thank all those 
Headmasters, teachers, Government officers 
and private citizens who have, by their 


Mysore, | 
12th June 1919. | 


encouragement, advice, suggestion and 
practical support, added much to the 
Success of -the Boy Scouts of Mysore 
during the first year of the organisation‘s 
existence. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Frank C, Irwin, 
Director, 
The Boy Scouts of Mysore. 


Appendix 
The Boy Scouts of Mysore 


Patron 
H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore 


Chief Scout and President 
H. H. the Yuvaraja of Mysore 


Headquarters Council 
(As constituted by Government in its Order of the 12th June 1918) 


Members Ex-Officio 
The Dewan (Vice-President) 
The Inspector—General of Education 
The Principals of Central and Maharaja’s Colleges 
The University Registrar 
The Secretary of Education 
The Chief Commandant 
The Chairman of the Education Committee of the Economic Conference 
The President of Bangalore and Mysore Municipalities : 
The Senior Surgeon 
The Sanitary Commissioner 
The Conservator of Forests 
The Director of Agriculture 
The Inspector-General of Police 
All Deputy Commissioners 
The Headmasters of all Government and State -aided High Schools for Boys 
All District Scout Commissioners 
The Director, The Boy Scouts of Mysore (Secretary) 


Appointed Members 

C. S. Balasundaram lyer, Esq., B.A. 
J Re isaac. Esq:, B.A:, M.B-E. 

_ Mirza M. Ismail, Esq., B.A. * 
Rev. James Mathers, B.A., B.D. * 
M. G. Varadachar, Esq., B.A., B.L. fT 
P. Raghavendra Rao, Esq., B.A., 8.L. 
K. Shankaranarayana Rao, Esq., M.A., B.L. 
K. Chandy, Esq., B.A. 
Mir Hamza Hussain, Esq., B.A., B.L. 
Rao Bahadur M. Chennaiya 
V. Subramanya lyer, Esq., B.A. 
Mahamed Abbas Khan, Esq. 
D. B. Ramachandra Mudaliar, Esq. 


Executive Committee of the Council 
The Inspector-General of Education (Chairman) 
The Chief Commandant * 
The Sanitary Commissioner 
V. Subramanya lyer, Esq., B.A. 
K. Chandy, Esq., B.A. 
J.R. Isaac, Esq., BA., M.B-E. 
Mir Hamza Hussain, Esq., B.A., B.L. 
The Director, The Boy Scouts of Mysore (Secretary) 


Note : The Council has powers to add members. 


* Declined to act; | 1. Deceased. 


The State Council: Then and Now 1918-1978 


This year - 1978-marks the sixtieth 
anniversary, the Diamond Jubilee, of the 
State Council of our Association when 
the State Secretary presents the Sixtieth 
Annual Report on Sunday, the 27th 
August 1978. We may justly feel proud of 
this no mean achievement of the Council 
for its unbroken record through the past 
sixty years, setting out the work and 
activities of our State Association. In this 
context, it would be interesting to take a 
look at its beginning sixty years ago; 
here are some facts from sources of infor- 
mation available to us at present. 


To begin from the very beginning, 
not long after the Government of India 
issued an official circular in May 1917, in 
accordance with a resolution of the meet- 
ing of the Viceroy’s Council on the 21st 


March 1917, conveying approval for 
launching the Boy Scout Movement 
for the benefit of Indian boys in all 


the Provinces and States, the erstwhile 
State of Mysore (now Karnataka ) 
was among the earliest in the country 
to take appropriate steps, by a Govern- 
ment Order dated the 3rd October 1917, 
to start Scouting in all the schools in the 
State. Thus came into existence our former 
State Association, the Boy Scouts of 
Mysore and the first Troops started in Bang- 
lore in July 1918 Acentralt office began 
functioning to take over the administration 
and organisation of the Movement, with a 
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By Dr. S. B. Kausik 


Headquarters Commissioner 
(Research and Development) 


Mr. Frank C, Irwin 
Director, Boy Scouts of Mysore 


Canadian Scout Commissioner of great 
experience and organisation as abilities, 
Mr. Frank C. Irwin who was invited to 
take charge as the Director of the Move- 
ment. A supreme policy making and 
controlling authority, then known as the 
Headquarters Council, was set up, along 
with a smaller committee, the Executive 


Committee. The Headquarters Council, 
even in those early years, was, it is interest- 
ing to note, a large body with as many as a 
hundred and twenty members representa- 
tive of all interests, educational, official, 
professional and business. His Highness 
the Yuvaraja Sri Kanteerava Narasimharaja 
Wadiyar, who, as the Chief Scout of 
Mysore, became the President of the 
Council, with the Dewan, Amin-ul-mulk 
(later Sir) Mirza M. Ismail, who later 
became the Deputy Chief Scout, as its 
Vice-President. The Executive Committee 
was an elected body of seven members, 
with powers to co-opt, and had _ asits 
Chairman the Inspector-General of Educa- 
tion (now known as the Director of Public 
Instruction). Our records show thatthe 
great educationist Dr. C. Ramalinga Reddy 
was its first Chairman. The Organising 
Commissioner was the Secretary of both 
the Council and the Executive Committee. 


The Headquarters Council met once every 


year, with the Chief Scoutor, in his 
absence, the Deputy Chief Scout presid- 
ing, and it was generally intwo_ separate 
sessions, the first, a formal or what might 
be regarded asa ceremonial part when the 
President inaugurated the meeting with 
an address and presented awards, trophies 
and certificates to the several recipients. 
Soon after the formal session ended and 
after the departure of the President, the 
Council sat for its second session to 
transact the business on the agenda for the 
meeting. The Executive Committee met 
generally four times in the year and was 
presided over by the Chairman of the 
Committee and discussed all matters rela- 
ting to the to the administration, organisa- 
tion and finances of the Association. 


Starting from the earliest days since 
the inception of the Movement in the State, 
it is gratifying to note that the State Council 
has come through a continuous unbroken 
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record and has presented to its members a 
general annual survey ofthe activities and 
achievements of the Association, not 
ignoring to mention, at our lapses and 
failures also. The council has thereby 
served to keep alive our past traditions 
and to record our endevaours to cater 
to the needs and aspirations of the 
youth of the State, in tune with the 
changing times. 


The Council which was in those early 
days known as the Headquarters Council, 
later became better known as the State 
Scout Council and is now, since the 
merger of the former Scout and Guide 
Associations in September 1952, which 
is common to boththe wings, simply as 
the State Council. We have now come a 
long way since those early years and, with 
changes in the constitution and the 
organisational set-up of our combined 
Association, the struetural pattern of both 
the Council and the Executive Committee 
has changed. The President and the four 
Vice-Presidents of the Council are elected, 
generally by a unanimous choice of the 
members of the Council, while most of its 
members are drawn from the warranted 
ranks of Scouters and Guiders, with also 
a few others representing the honorary, 
life and ordinary members and some co- 
opted members. The Executive Committee 
has, as its Chairman, the State Chief 
Commissioner who is elected, with other 
members, mostly again from the warranted 
ranks of Scouters and Guiders and other 
representatives as in the case of the State 
Council. The members of both these 
bodies hold office for a term of three 
years. , 


It would not be out of place to record 
here some facts relating to our sister 
organisation. It appears that a small Com- 
pany of Girl Guides was attempted to be 


in the Vani Vilas Institute, Fort, Bangalore 
formed in the year 1918 by a District Com- 
missioner of Guides of the then Bangalore 
Cantonment Association, which, however 
had nothing to do with the main stream of 
developments in the State organisation, but 
the attempt proved to be an abortive one 
and the Company ceased to function even 
as it was being formed and no more was 
heard about it subsequently. However, 
the inception of the Movement for the 
training of giris actually came about some 
years later. The Movement owes not a 


Miss Zimha Lazarus, 
Organising Commissioner, Girl Guides of Mysore 


little to the zeal and enthusiasm, also at 
the same time, the patience and perseve- 
rance, of Miss Zimha Lazarus, then 
Headmistress of the Vani Vilas Institute and 
later an Inspectress of Girls’ Schools for 
having brought into being the Guide orga- 
nisation in the State. Duriug her deputation 
to England in the years 1920-22, she made 
a first-hand study of Guiding at the Imperial 
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Hedquarters in London and also in other 
places in Europe and after returning to India 
met the then Inspector-General of Educa- 
tion Rajasabhushana Diwan Bahadur 
K. Maattan in November 1925 and dis- 
cussed with him the proposal to stars 
Guiding in the State. However owing to 
the social and class prejudices which 
existed then and the unwillingness gene- 
rally of parents even in well-to-do families 
who were reluctant to fet their daughters 
to participate in any form of out-door 
activities, the time seemed inauspicious 
to start the Movement. But with the 
active co-operation snd support which 
was’ forthcoming from some of the 
enlightened ladies and gentlemen, Miss 
Lazaraus was able tocall together a meeting 
and form an Executive Committee, with 
Lady Mirza Ismail, wife of the then Dewan 
of Mysore as President and a few others, 
including Mrs. Parvathamma Chandrase- 
Khara lyer, Lady Puttanna Chetty, 
Dr. (Miss) M. C. Albuquerque, Mr. K. 
Shankaranarayana Rao, then Government 
Advocate and Chief Commissioner of the 
Boy Scouts of Mysore, Mr. K.H. 
Ramaiya, Dr.C.B. Rama Rao and Major 
Y.V.K. Murthy, as members. This Com- 
mittee was mainly rasponsible to bring 
about the consummation of the Movement 
in the State. Miss Lazarus was able to 
start the first Girl Guide Company in the 
Vani Vilas Institute with Miss Lazarus was 
in the meantime appointed as the organising 
Commissioner a few lady teachers invested 
as leaders on the 27th June 1927 and this 
became the nucleus for the future Asso- 
ciation of the Girl Guides of Mysore. 
Lady Mirza became the first Chief Com- 
missioner. The Movement was later able 
also to secure the Royal patronage when 
Her Highness the Yuvarani accepted to be 
the Chief Guide, just as the Yuvaraja was 
the Chief Scout and their son Prince Jaya 


was invested by his father as Chief Cub. 
(Research and Development Cell) 
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Shobhana was full of excitment. 
She was going to her uncle‘’s place. 
How everyone would pet her! Her 
little heart was filled with glee as she 
would have her cousins to play with. 
Oh God! for the past ten days the 
house was topsy-turvy. It was one 
continuous noise and bastle. Nobody 
gave her food at the proper time and 
nobody took care to give her a bath or 
change her clothes. Why? Since her 
darling Mummy took to her bed of fever, 
nobody cared for her atal!l. But it was 
better after her aunt Gouri (mother’s elder 
sister) came. But ten days ago where 
was her mother taken away? After that 
her aunt also neglected and always sat 
weeping. That sprouting bud was utterly 
perplexed. None answered when_ she 
spoke. Her father’s sister’s Aunt Indrani 
and Aunt Narmada also would only weep 
if she spoke to them. Oh! how they used 
to play with her! 


When little Shobhi asked her father 
about Mummy, he would merely say ‘‘My 
darling girl! she has gone to God, you go 
and play!"’, and would send her away. 
Her aunt Gouris behaviour was very 
funny. Sometimes she would say, “You 
unfortunate devil, hateful witch, wicked 
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Viummy.... 


By 
Jayalakshmi Srinivasan——— 


sorceress’’. What could poor Shobhana 
do? 


That day Shobhana reached Hyderabad 
with her aunt Gouri. Her maternal uncle 
Vishnuprasad had come to the station to 
receive them. He kissed her instantly and 
filled her tiny hands with sweets and 
biscuits. When they reached home aunt 
Shyamanthaka welcomed her lovingly. 
She washed and dressed her, combed her 
hair and put the vermilion on her forehead. 
Then Shobhi drank hot bournvita. Her 
cousins surrounded her and began to 
blink at her as if she were a new animal 
atthe zoo. But her aunt Gouri who had 
no other work except crying, muttered to 
her brother and started weeping and 
groaning afresh. 


Now Shobhana was some months at 
uncle’s house. The new surroundings 
and the new playmates, the love of her 
uncle and aunts, created a nice atmosphere 
for her. But she could be free only with 
aunt Gouri as she knew her longest. 
She always used to sleep with her. lf she 
wanted something to eat, she would ask 
only her. She would show mischief or 
get into a tantrum only when she was with. 
Aunt Gouri. Though Aunt Shyamanthaka 


was extremely fond of her, she would not 
be very free with her. She would think, 
“Is not she the mother of Umeswar and 
Soudhamini? She is not my mother. She 
is their mother. But my mother has left 
me to go to God. I must take Aunt Gouri 
as my mother, because she has no children. 
But she is so foolish and sits weeping for 
hours together. But she is a very good 
woman. She always gives me things to 
eat and everything | want. Daily she 
combs and plaits my hair and she decks it 
with flowers. But she insists on the 
old-fashioned single braid which | hate. 
Besides, she never allows Auntie 
Shyamanthaka to do my hair like Dhama’‘s 
(Soudhamini’s pet name). Oh! how 
nicely Auntie Shyamanthaka does it! Oh! 
how many varieties she knows! But 
Aunt Gouri mends my skirts and jackets 
when they get torn while! play. But she 
never lets me wear frocks. How I wish 
to wear them. If my mother were here, 
! would have had dozens of them. Poor 
Aunt Gouri does anything and everything 
forme. But........but, | don’t know why 
she always curses me with such bad 
words like ‘While wretch, cunning devil, 
wicked goblin and so on’. ‘If she did not 
do so, | will be very happy’’. But poor 
dear Shobhini, she was just a five-year 
old child and had just lost her mother. 
What could she understand! Because 
her mother was no more, why should she 
be scolded as an unfortunate wretch? 
But poor Shobhana could not understand 
a single thing and was as puzzled as 
ever. 


For Shobhana, Aunt Gouri was very 
dear, but she was very fond of Aunt 
Shyamanthaka also. Why should she 


always have to be dressed by Aunt 
Gouri? She was yearning to get her 
hair done by Aunt Shyamanthaka like 
Dhama. But would Aunt Gouri let her? 
Never. She was so strict! 


On the night of one full-moon day 
Aunt Shyamanthaka took the three 
children to the terrace and gave them a 
‘Kai Tuttu’ (serving food in trurn into the 
hands of small children sitting around in a 
circle). The next day also the children 
demanded a moonlight supper. But un- 
fortunately for Shobhana, Aunt Gouri 
sternly refused to allow her to take part 
in it, saying that it was cold. So Shobha 
had the supper in the kitchen itself, to her 
utter dismay, while Umesh and Soudamini 
were upstairs eating in moonlight, listening 
to Aunt Shyamanthaka’s baffling stories. 
Poor Shobhi protested loudly, wept, she 
even upset her plate and began to dance 
like some frenzied red Indian or negro 
girl. But her aunt did not give way. She 
only beat her all the more. She just said 
that Shyamanthaka would not take care to 
see whether she had sufficient food or not. 
Poor Shobha had to unwillingly force 
food down somehow, while Auntie tried 
to quell her anguish by saying one of her 
old stories. Poor Shobhi immediately 
began to cry when she lay down on the 
bed. 


The next day afternoon Shobhi was 
idling and began to think. ‘Poor Auntie 
Shyamanthaka is so good and kind, why 
does Aunt Gouri think so bad of her? 
| do not understand at all’. She immedi- 
ately went in search of Aunt Gouri and 
said ‘“‘Aunt Gouri, | am sure you do not 
like Auntie. But she is so very fond of 
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me. If she gave Umeswar and Soudamini 
one chacolate each, she gives two to me”’. 
Aunt Gouri retorted ’’Stupid! You little 
simpleton. You are so very easily 
deceived. That is what she does before 
you. Behind your back, without your 
knowledge, she would give those brats 


Gouri flushed with fury, ‘You un- 
grateful disobedient mischiefmonger! 
have you any gratitude in your heart at 
all? | look after you as my own Child as 
you are motherless, but I get only rebukes 
for rewards. O! Look at the proud brat!"’ 
Gouri !ooked with such savage eyes on 


four each !"’ her that the poor girl shuddered and cried 
out for her vanished mother piteously. 
‘‘Mummy, where have you gone? Please 


take me also with you”. 


Then Shobhana said ‘'Then Aunt, you 
too are wicked. You give me chacolate, 
hurigaalu (A kind of nut preparation spiced 
with chillies) and so many other things: 
But you never give a single thing either to 
Dhama or to Umesh”. 


(to Continue) 
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News Flash! 


CIRCLE RE-NAMED AFTER THE 
LATE PROF. P. SIVASHANKAR 


A colourful function attended by a 
large number of Scouts and Guides, 
Rotarians, friends and admirers of the late 
Prof. P. Sivashankar was held on the 9th 
July 1978 at Irwin Circle, the junction of 
Sri Krishnarajendra Road and Sir Puttanna 
Chetty Road. Irwin Circle was renamed 
as Prof. P. Sivashankar Circle to comme- 
morate the memory of this distinguished 
citizen who passed away 2 years ago 
after a dedicated public service. He left 
his imprint on many. walks of tife not only 
in Karnataka but elsewhere. Sri -P. 
Sivashankar’s activities were notably in 
the educational field, promotion of Scout- 
ing and Guiding and in the civic affairs of 
our City. 


Sri N. Lakshman Rau, Administrator, 
Corporation of the City of Bangalore, 
unveiled the new name board ‘’Prof. P. 
Sivashankar Circle’’. Sri A. R. Badri- 
narayan, M.P., presided over the function. 
Sri K. Hanumanthaiah, former Union 
Minister, spoke eulogising the services of 


Sri P. Sivashankar to the cause of Law. 


Education, Scouting and Guiding and to 
various civic bodies in the State. 

- Sri Kondajii Basappa; M.P., State 
Chief Commissioner, welcomed the guests 
for the memorable function. 


Smt. M. R. Lakshamma, Headquarters 
Commissioner for Rangering, proposed 
Vote of thanks. | 


INFORMATION COURSE FOR 
HEADMASTERS 


An Information Course for the Head- 
masters of High Schools and Assistant 
Educational Officers of Mysore City 
District was held at Sri Jayachamarajendra 
Scout and Guide Hall on the 22nd and 
Z2ord July 1978: -SrisseR- Vijay PAS. 
Deputy Commissioner, Mysore District, 
inaugurated the camp. He said that it is 
a very good idea that such courses are 
organised for the benefit of the Head- 
masters of High Schools to tell them about 
the ideals and aims of Scouting and Guid- 
ing and how the Heads of Institutions can 
lend support tc their Scouters and Guiders 
in running the units. 


On the 23rd July 1978, Sri V. P. 
Deenadayalu Naidu, State Commis- 
sioner(S) gave the Valedictory address. 
In his address, he said that the Information 
Course may be regarded as a re-union of 
the Heads of the High Schools to re-vitalise 
Scouting and Guiding, so that the Move- 
ment as a whole may become rejuvenated. 
Dr. S. B. Kausik, Headquarters Commis- 
sioner for Research and Development also 
spoke, stressing on the importance of the 
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District and Local Associations as the Quota allotted for Cubs and 
most vital links in the whole Movement. Cubmasters to attend the 
Pack Holiday at Shimoga 
Sri K. B. Nanjappa, State Training 


Commissioner(S) wasthe leader in charge Cubs Cubmaster 
of the course and was assisted by Sriyuts Bangalore North 24. ae 
S. Audikesavalu, State Organising Commis- Bangalore South 24 + 4 
sioner (Scouts), K. S. Shanker, L.T., Bangalore North Rural 12 + 2 
K. Krishna Murthy, L.T. and Smt. Ravi Bangalore South Rural 12 + 2 
Kumari, A.L.T. Belgaum 6 + 1 
Bijapur 6 + 1 
STATE LEVEL PACK HOLIDAY Bidar 12 + 2 
[Camp for Cubs] at Shimoga Bellary 12 -chieee 
Chitradurga 24 + 4 
A State Level Pack Holiday Camp for Chikmagalur 38- + 4 
Cubs will be held in Shimoga during Dharwar 12): sage 
November 1978. The exact date and the Davangere 48 + 8 
place will be notified later. The Shimoga Gadag , 6 ad 
District Association has come forward to Gulbarga eee | 
host this Holiday Camp. Hassan 1.2... 
Kodagu . 124 ee 
Cubs who have earned the One Star Kolar North 6.4.4 
Badge and have attained the age of 8 years Kolar South Gy cao 
are eligible to attend the Camp. Free Mandya 12. -eaeie 
boarding and lodging will be provided, Mysore Rural 24 + 4 
but the travel expenses will have to be Mysore City 24 + 4 
met by the concerned schools or District North Kanara 1.2. 
Associations. Shimoga can be reached Raichur G6 haa 
by bus or train. South Kanara 24 + 4 
Shimoga 96 + 16 
Secretaries of. District Associations Tumkur 9A See 


are requested to register the names of the 
participants with the State Headquarters 
before the 30th August 1978. 


Total 500 + 80 


Training Programme and other activities during Sept.- Oct. 1978 
(GUIDE SECTION) 


Date Nature of Event Place 
6th — 8th October Swimming Competition Bangalore 
18th — 27th October H. W. B. For Flock Leaders Kondajjii Camp 


(Harihar Taluk) 
18th — 27th October Advanced courses for Flock 


Leaders and Guide Captains do 
18th — 27th October Ranger Leaders Preliminary — 
course for College lecturers do 


PRESIDNT SCOUTS PREPARATORY TRAINING CAMP 


BRIEF REPORT 


1. President Scouts Preparatory 
training camp was conducted at Besant 
Park, Doddaballapur from 12th to 16th 
July 1978 under the leadership of Major 
M.R. Narayan Singh. 


2. 48 Scouts and 4 Scout Masters 
reported at the Camp on the morning 
of 12th July 1978 and quickly settled down 
in the camp pitching their own tents. 


The following seasoned Scouters were 
on the instructional staff :— 


a) Sri S. Audikesavalu, S. O. C. (S) 


b) Sri K. B. Nanjappa, State ag 
Commissioner (S). 


Cc) Sri Farookh, Merchant. 

d) SriT.K. Raghavendra Rao. 
e) Sri M. Halagappa. 

f) Sri K. Thimmappa. 


3. The First hour inthe Noon was 
utilised to assess the standard of the trai- 
nees. Most of the Scouts were found to 
be of sub-standard. Therefore an Intensive 
training had to be given to them with a 
view to bring them up, to the standard by 
resorting to various training methods of 


instruction, both theoretical and practical. 
By the end of the course, the trainees had 
achieved sufficient knowledge to obtain 
various badges, required for a President 
Scout. Besides, they had very clear 
knowledge of what to prepare for, how to 
prepare for a President Scout and the 
proper submission of the application 
forms. 


4. The camp was inaugurated by 
Sri A. D. Anandan, State Secretary, Major 
A, T. Sethunarayan, Sri Nanjundaswamy, 


Sri K. Kasinath and Sri H. Y. Ramaiah, 


visited the camp. Sri V. P. Deenadayalu 
Naidu State Commissioner (S)_ presided 
over the Valedictory function. 


5. Sri Sivakumar, ASOC (S) in his 
maiden camp appointment has acquitted ~ 
himself as an efficient Quarter master by 
providing timely, nutricious food to the 
entire satisfaction of the trainees. 


6. It was rather unfortunate that the 
camp had to be shifted from Besant Park, 
Doddaballapur, because of the prevalence 
of Cholera in its neighbourhood, involving 
slight dislocation in training, additional 
expenditure, on transportation to Shanthi 
Gruha,Bangalore and for other admini- 
strative arrangements, which in turn have 
inevitably raised the expenditure. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Scout Section 


1. Inter, State Visit during October 1978- 
Maharashtra and Goa. 


Two First Class Scouts from each Dis- 
trict will be selected: The SHQ will 
meet 50% of the cost. 


2. Joint Commissioners Training course 
at Besant Park from 11-9-1978 to 
16-9-1978. 


3. Preliminary Rover Leaders Course 
during October 1978 at Besant Park. 
No Camp fee. 

4. Rover Moot and Mountaineering 


Camp at Jog, Shimoga District. No 
Camp fee. 


Apply to State Headquarter. well in 
time through your Dt. Associations. 


GONE HOME 


Sri A. Nagarathnam, Scouter, Bhadra- 
vathi passed away on 15-7-1978. He 
was an aCtive and enthusiastic Scouter. 
He participated in all the Local Rallies, 
District Rallies, State Jamborette and 
National Jamborees. Assisted in many 
training camps and he was the Assistant 
Secretary of the Bhadravathi Loca! Assacia- 
tion, and Member of the District Executive 
Committee, Shimoga. 


& 


May his Soul rest in peace. 
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Prime Minister's Shield Competition 
Recipients of Certificates- 1976-77 


SCOUT SECTION 


Name of the Unit 


Govt. Higher Primary School, Anekal. 

St. Joseph’s Indian High School. 

Lahari Eng. School, Hospet. 

Little Flower Higher Primary School. 

Govt. M. P. S. Nittur Troop. 

Lal Bahadur Shastry Open Unit, Saidapurawadi. 
Nethaji Scout Troop. 

Sulthan Troop. 


. Govt. M. P. S. Saigoan. 


Rajendra Prasad Group. 
Vithal Rao Devolgoanka N. V. Middle Section. 
Shri Basweswar Troop. 
St. Mary’s Scout Troop. 


GUIDE SECTION 


Nirmala Rani High School. 

Cluny Convent High School. 

Holy Angels School. 

St. Euphrasia’s Girls’ High School. 
Vidhyamandir Guide Company. 

L. M. Telugu Higher Primary School. 

Govt. Girls’ High School. 

St. Joseph’s High School. 

St. Joseph’s Convent ('Udaya Kiran’). 
Maharani’s Arts College (’ Kanthi Team’). 
Maharani’s Science College ('D2epak Team’) 
Maharani’s Science College (‘Rashmi Team’). 
Nivedita Guide Company, Udupi. 


Capitanio High School (’ Capitanior Company ‘). 


District Association 


_ Bangalore South Rural 


Bangalore South 
Bellary 
Bellary 
Bidar 
Bidar 
Bidar 
Bidar 
Bidar 
Gulbarga 
Gulbarga 
Gulbarga 
Mysore 


Bangalore North 
Bangalore North 
Bangalore South 
Bangalore South 
Bangalore South 
Bellary 

Bellary 

Chikmagalur 
Chitradurga 
Bangalore University 
Bangalore University 
Bangalore University 
South Kanara 

South Kanara 
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RISE INDIA 


Rise India! Thy million lead 
With flag aloft unfurled, 
From Comorins Point 

To Everest Peak, 

Stand free before the world 


The Triple hues upon the flag 

Are joyous tints 6f down, : 
The white is light of morning’ air, 
The green is strength of life ‘now born 


© 


Soffron for sacrifice in need, 

In every word and deed, 

Faith of our land, glow in our hearts, 
That we to evil ne’er may yield 


The white is bright sincerity 
Translucent, crystal clear, 

It is our country’s search for truth,. © 

The Pearl to all her sages dear a 


The green is newly blooming life, 

: Forever sprouting fresh, — * | : 5 
It is our people’s deathless youth, "i 
Which slavery can never enmesh. 
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